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Where, When, What and  Why?  

 

 

Pittsburgh Bridges (© World of Stock) 

Where and When? 
The Eleventh Gathering of the Ewing Family Association will be held in the Pittsburgh area at the elegant, historic 
Summit Inn in Uniontown, Pennsylvania, 23-26 September 2010.  

What? Ð The Gathering's Theme  
The Pittsburgh area was the target for many Ewings migrating to the frontier starting in the 1760s, as well as a 
doorway for many Ewings who later used their Pittsburgh-area relatives as stepping-stones to the Ohio Valley and 
farther west. Pittsburgh itself – lying at the confluence of three rivers: the Allegheny, the Monongahela and the Ohio 
– is popularly known as the City of Bridges, leading to the gathering's Ewing-migration theme: Bridge to the West. 

Why? Ð Relevance to Ewing Genealogy  
The earliest migrants to the area, starting around 1730, were trappers and traders who traveled back and forth to the 
area when the French claimed sovereignty. There is only anecdotal evidence that Ewings were among them. As a 
result of the February 10, 1763, Treaty of Paris, ending the French and Indian War, the British were awarded the 
land west of the Allegheny Mountains. American Indians resisted this change from one relatively friendly foreign-
nation conqueror to another they felt were oppressive, leading to Pontiac's Rebellion starting in May 1763.  

With the end of Pontiac's Rebellion about nine months later, two things were true: For one, settlement was a bit 
safer. For two, the British decided that, nonetheless, settlement was still so dangerous that they could not – because 
the French and Indian War had depleted their resources – assure safety and declared that settlement was prohibited 
in the Indian Land west of the Alleghenies. It was not until 1769 that this land was officially opened for settlement. 

Many of the Scots-Irish in the Upper Chesapeake Bay area –Ewings among them – were of a somewhat different 
mind. They had supported the British in the French and Indian War, they had received little (often no) compensation 
for their support, and they had, in their mind, won the western areas as the spoils of war. Net sum: they felt they had 
the right to settle this area. As a result, Ewings and other Scots-Irish settled the Redstone and Uniontown areas in 
current-day Fayette County, southeast of Pittsburgh, in the mid-to-late-1760s. Soon afterward, several descendants 
of James Ewing of Inch settled the current-day Robinson and Collier Township areas of Allegheny County, 
Pennsylvania, starting in 1770.  

Many cousins, nephews, and other relatives followed the early settlers. Some remained in the area. Others stayed a 
while and then moved on further west, often accompanied by early-settler descendants who found the opportunities 
in the area to be limited and went farther west to find land and better their lives. The early settlers and their follow-on 
relatives left many genealogical records in the area's copious Ewing-related Census, Will, Guardianship, Land, 
Church, etc. records. 
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Bridge to the West 
Eleventh  Gathering  

of the Ewing Family Association 

General Information  
 

Pittsburgh Bridges (© World of Stock) 

 
 

Where? Ð Summit Inn, Uniontown , Pennsylvania  

 

 

The historic, elegant Summit Inn sits majestically atop Chestnut Ridge in the beautiful 
Laurel Highlands of Southwestern Pennsylvania, about fifty miles south of Pittsburgh. 
With its turn of the century splendor, the Summit Inn beckons travelers to stop, rest, 
and journey back to a simpler time. Situated on the historic National Road (Route 40) – 
America's first federally funded highway – the Summit Inn is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. Visit www.SummitInnResort.com for additional information 
about the Inn's history and services as well as the area's attractions. 

  How? Ð Arranging  Your Participation  

 Event Registration Use the form on page 45 to register for the gathering. 

 Room Reservations Use the information on page 44 to arrange your lodging at the Summit Inn. 

 Getting There By Land The Summit Inn is 40-or-so miles southeast of Pittsburgh. Look it up on MapQuest 
(www.mapquest.com) for driving directions. 

 Getting There By Air Pittsburgh International Airport (PIT) is the closest major airport. The Summit Inn does 
not have a to-from-airport shuttle. Information about commercial shuttle, car rental and 
limousine services is available at www.pitairport.com.  

  What? Ð The Program in General  
The gathering's program will evolve over time; registrants will receive periodic updates.  

An up-to-date program will periodically be posted on the EFA web site (www.EwingFamilyAssociation.org). 

 Meals Breakfasts on Friday, Saturday and Sunday are included, as are a Welcoming Dinner 
on Thursday and an evening Gathering Banquet on Saturday. 

 Presentations A variety of presentations will provide valuable, interesting information on beginning-. 
intermediate- and advanced-level Ewing Family-related topics. 

 Research Room The Ewing Family Archives and work tables in the Research Room will help 
participants carry out individual and collaborative research. Computer use and Internet 
connection will be supported. 

 Tours There will be a tour of Uniontown, including its Courthouse where many Ewings have 
served as lawyers and judges. Other tours may be included depending on the interests 
of the participants. 

 Making Connections Support will be provided for participants trying to connect with other-participant 
relatives as well as those wishing to organize/join groups working on specific topics, 
visiting local attractions, or having non-included meals at the Summit Inn's restaurant, 
in Uniontown (about six miles away) or at another of the area's excellent restaurants. 
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Eleventh  EFA Gathering  Ð Lodging  Reservation s  

A block of reduced-rate rooms will be held at the Summit Inn until August 15th. Once these rooms have been 
reserved, the Summit Inn may, at their discretion, charge their regular lodging rates. Because late-September is 
the height of the fall-foliage season, they may not have any rooms available after August 15th. 
In other words ... Make your lodging reservation  NOW! 

 

Reduced  Rate $109 per night – single/double occupancy – plus 9% tax.  

To Make Your Lodging 
Reserva tion  

Contact the Summit Inn at 
 +1 800.433.8594, or 
 +1 724.438.8594 (locally), or 
 +1 724.438.3917 (by fax) 
and mention the Ewing Family Association to get the reduced rate. 

 

Arr iving Early or 
Staying Late?  

The Summit Inn will provide the reduced rate for two nights (Tuesday, Wednesday) 
prior to the gathering and one night (Sunday) after the gathering for those who wish 
to come early or stay late. Note that the reduced rate does not include breakfast; 
breakfast on Friday through Sunday is part of the Event Registration. 

 

In Making Your  
Lodging Reservations, 

Please Note   

¥ The Summit Inn has a 72-hour cancellation policy. Cancellations after 72 hours 
before your check-in date will result in a charge for one night. (See the Event 
Registration form for the Gathering Registration Cancellation Policy.) 

¥ The Summit Inn's check-in time is 4 p.m. Its check-out time is 11 a.m.  
You are welcome, however, to arrive prior to a 4 p.m. check-in and leave your 
luggage with the front desk or in your vehicle. Similarly, you are welcome to 
leave your luggage with the front desk or in your vehicle after an 11 a.m. check-
out if you wish to stay longer in the area. 

 

If Your Have  
Special Needs  

¥ The Summit Inn has handicap-supportive rooms. If you need such a room, 
request it when you make your reservation. They will work with you to match 
your needs. 

¥ The norm is for one/two adults to occupy a room. If you are accompanied by 
children under 18 years of age, the Summit Inn will work with you to provide 
acceptable accommodations meeting your needs. Please work this out with 
them when you reserve your lodging. 

 

Should You Have 
Problems Arranging 

Your Lodging  

Make your reservation and contact Barb McGuiness at AirReservations at hotmail 
dot com or +1 330.224.5771, letting her know your Confirmation Number and 
explaining the problem. She will sort out your reservation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – Red highlighting  indicates required information.  Eleventh  EFA Gathering  Ð Event  Registration  
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Name  ______________________________________________________________________________  

Mailing Address  Street  _______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

 City, State /Region  

Country,  ZIP/Postal Code  

______________________ , _______________ 

__________________ , _____________ 

EMail Address  _________________________________  
(Please print legibly.) 

Phone 
Number  

(____) (____)-(________) 
(Please print legibly.) 

Please provide an EMail Address. It will be used to confirm your registration and send you news about the gathering's plan 
and schedule. If you don't have an EMail address, or you don't want us to use it to interact with you, enter 'none'. 

Full -event  
Registrants  

 Name First -
 (for your badge) timer?  * 

EFA 
Member?  

 Adult  ... or  ... Child Under 12  

 $225 prior to 8/10;   $100 prior to 8/10; 
$250 on or after 8/10   $110 on or after 8/10 

 Fee 

 ______________________        $ _______ .00 
 ______________________        $ _______ .00 
 ______________________        $ _______ .00 
   Total Fee : $ _______ .00 

Please explain any access or dietary requirements: ____________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Please answer the following questions so we may best support your participation.  Yes No 

 Will you participate in the tour of Uniontown and its Courthouse?    

 Would you use  a reduced -rate shuttle between the Pittsburgh Airport (PIT) and the Summit Inn?   

 Who is your earliest known Ewing ancestor? _______________________________________________________________  

What topics would you like to have addressed by the presentations? ____________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Would you participate in tours to the following sites:  

  Yes No Historic 
   Fort Necessity, Fort 
   Ligonier, Bushy Run 
   Heinz History Center 
   Meadowcroft  
   Bradford House 
   LeMoyne House 

 Yes No Genealogic 
   Penna Room at the 
   Uniontown Pub. Library 
   W. Penna Gen. Soc. Library  
   at the Heinz History Center 
   Penna Dept. at the 
   Carnegie Library  

 Yes No Cultural 
   Andy Warhol Museum 
   Fallingwater / Kentuck Knob 

   Your Suggestions 

   ______________________  
   ______________________  
   ______________________  

Gathering Registration Can cellation Policy  

 Cancellations prior to August 10th are subject to a $25/person processing fee. Cancellations on or after August 10th are 
subject to a charge of 50% of the Total Fee. 

Make your check for the Total Fee payable to Ewing Family 2010 Gathering and send it with 
your registration to Jane Ewing Weippert, 17721 RD 123 c-550, Cecil, OH 45821 . 

Questions? Contact J. David Ewing  at jdefloridallc at yahoo dot com or +1  813.624.3979 

 

* First-timer: someone attending a gathering for the first time. [Posted-2] 

 


